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1.

In regard to roads used as mi L of
them
TQ MOTOX I Tor military movement in event of war wvas the one

Ire-Tvu 3 ~fvom Teshkent) %o Stalinabad) \
This was the mein strategic wmilitary rvad in

Central As"~, It wes not used for military purposes, Lowever, &8s there were nc
hos.iiities inu tha* regioc. Prior to June 1935, the date of completion of the
Tashkent-Stalinebad highway, there had been no porth-south road to Tadzhikisten, ]
which up to that time hed been isnleted from the north by mouctain ranges, priuarily
the Ghizarski and Zeravshanski Khretti. The road from Ura-Tyule to Staliuabed,
then, had definitely been nzeded. is route traversed two passes--the Peieval
Shekhristan, 3400 meters, in the north; and the Persval Anzob, 3600 meters, to the
south. The rosd crossed the Zeravsharn River, where & ferry was utilized, and alss
croseced a small river three times, iwice by ferry and once by bridge. Forty-five
@illion rutles wsre apent to dnild tke Ura-Tyuve-Stalinabad road. The plan had
called for an expenditure of 300 uillion rubles, vhich would have provided for ateel
bridges and 40 ms of tunnels and cute. The tunnels would have transformed the
road into one vhich was open all year. Hovever, the unavailability or sufficient
stecl snd concrete prevented the fulfillment of the srizinal plan, with the result
thet the road hal neither tusnels nor roadbed. However, the road was leii over
hard ground ia the mountains., As zo military campaigns were waged in Cential Ariam
during and immediately pricr to World War II, militery supplies wars tramsported by
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railvay. However, during the war with the "Basmechi” ("outlaws") in Central
Asia up to 1931, the Guzar-Stalinabad road was important from the viewpoint

of military use. Mo:l of the more important military roads of Central Asia ‘
were in Turkmenistan: Kizyl-Arvet to Gasen-Kuli; Ashkhabad-Gaudan-Mesaed

(Iren); Kushke-Herat (Afghanistan) - Kandahar (Afghanistan) - Kerachi (Pakistan);
Samarkand-Guzar~Termez-Mazar-i-Sharif; and Osh to Khorog. The Khorog area was

considersd to he important because of its forward airfields. Up to 1941, at

least, the fields were being constructed in & primitive manner. There were no

concrete runways. The fields could support operations in Tibet. Incidentally,

the Khorog urea is the Soviet territory n-~srest to French Indo-China by air.

No strategic roads had been built toward China snd no frontier.troops were

stationed oa the Soviet-Chinese horder because wer was not expected with China.

2. On the question of methods used in fording rivers where no bridges or ferries
were available, there were quite a few roads in Central Asia | 25%1
which necessitated the 25%1
! fording of rivers. The rivers were af, their highest fror May to August, particu-
larly in late June and early July. The best time to cross was in the early
worning, because less snow melted during the night. Only horses and/or horse-

drawn vehicles could negotiate the fords, because of the difficulcy presented by
large boulders being rolled downward by the current. the average
casuelties to be expected when a unit forded a river > or two men

drowned out of 100 making the crossing. Motor vehicles cowld not drive through &

real Central Asian river., If military trucks had to be gotten across, then .

ferries would be constructed from military equipment and the trucks would be 25X1
floated across on rubbter iloats.

3. The Soviet Army used two methods to meke strategic unimproved roads passable

during rainy seasons. A "ehitovaya doroga" (board road) was laid over & muddy

stretch. Timbers similar to railway ties were laid perpendicular tc the direction /

of the roemd., Two boards were placed on each side of the timbers and in the
) direztion of the road, permitting vehicles to driveover the boaxds. A

“brivenchetaya doroga” (corduroy road) wes used in swempy areas. Bundles of tree
branches were first pleced on the route, then logs were laid on the bundles and in
8 direction perpendicular to the wovement of traffic. One log cu each side, parallel
to the direction of the road, was tied to the other logs in order to fasten them
togetner. Trucks and cerg could use both types of roads., However, only the
corduroy road could support tanks. Mechanicel equipment was not utilized to build
such roads. Sappers constructed them for troop units up through division and DEP
(Dorozhnii Exploatationii Polki--Rcad Exploitation Regiments) built them in army
and in areas further to the rear, The DEP were not under the Jurisdiction of the
sappers. The DEP were under the "Dorozhnoye Upravlerie" (Road Administration) found
in army and higher echeions in time of war. .

-~

L, ‘ 25x%1
| The Tedchen-Serakhs road and railvay 25%1

wvae important only in & wilitary sense, ie, to help devel.p & "platz d'armes” (base

of operatione) between Ashkheted and Merv., A dirt rosd was first bullt on this route,

in 1938 and esrly 1533. Unly sappers were used on thie project. In 1930, military

suthorities began to comstruct & railway on or nesr the road. O0ld rails were used.

. construction work in G 8 halted
ng operations snifted to the western USSR. whether 25X1

the railvay wes completed and, if complated, whether it was finished In I9%0 or at
e later date.
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